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Environmental burden of disease

[WHO 2011][WHO 2016] [Cohen et al., Lancet 2017] [WHO 2011]
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Environmental health risks:
often socially unequal distributed

Air pollution

Housing Traffic noise 

Green spaces

© WHO © WHO

© WHO © WHO
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Special Issue 2019: Achieving Environmental 

Health Equity: Great Expectations

Recent reviews on environmental health inequalities
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Macroeconomic context: social disparities and stratification

[Bolte et al. 2011]

Social inequalities in environmental health
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Environmental health equity

United Nations Human Rights Council 2021

üRecognition of having a clean, health and sustainable environment

as a human right

6th Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health, Ostrava 2017

üEquity as a cross-cutting dimension: 

ñAny action should consider the distribution of impacts across the population 

and avoid equity-related side effectsò
[Annex II ïcompendium of actions]
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Equity aspects in the WHO European 
Programme of Work and in the SDGs

Both the WHO European Programme of Work and the 

Sustainable Development Agenda are based on a 

ñleaving no one behindò approach to make sure 

that their implementation benefits everyone, and tackles 

existing inequalities.
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Tackling health inequalities

[WHO/CSDH 2008]

üNational and global health equity 

surveillance systems for routine 

monitoring of health inequity and 

the social determinants of health
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Monitoring environmental health inequalities
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Exposure to environmental risks can be very different within a population 

Social status

Assessing inequalities

requires stratification of

data into relevant social 

subgroups or different 

spatial locations
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Monitoring of environmental health inequalities: 
Assessment Reports of WHO and new fact sheet series

2012 2019

UPDATE

EXTENSION

2022 onwards


