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HEALTH EQUITY IN ENGLAND: 
THE MARMOT REVIEW 10 
YEARS ON
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“We have lost a decade. And it shows.”
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Increases in life expectancy at birth stalling in England 
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Annual life expectancy improvement in weeks, 2011 to 2017 



A. Give every child the best start in life

B. Enable all children, young people and adults to maximise 
their capabilities and have control over their lives

C. Create fair employment and good work for all

D. Ensure healthy standard of living for all

E. Create and develop healthy and sustainable places and 
communities

F. Strengthen the role and impact of ill health prevention

Fair Society, Healthy Lives: 
6 Policy Objectives



Public sector expenditure (% of GDP) declined in the UK
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Expenditure 
by service 



Proportionate Universalism



Levelling–up the social gradient in health



Council spending per person decreased the most in 
more deprived areas
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Children living in poverty before and after housing costs 
in England
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Male age-standardised mortality rates from all causes, 
COVID-19 and other causes (per 100,000), by deprivation 
deciles in England
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ONS. Deaths involving COVID-19 by 

local area and socioeconomic 

deprivation, 2020



Public spending early child education and care
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OECD Family Database



Child poverty (<60% median income)

UNICEF Report Card 16



Unemployment benefits
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Long Term Care Expenditure
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Source: OECD



Advisory Group Report for 
the UK Committee on 
Climate Change
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Areas for action on health equity and GHGs
• Transport

• Buildings

• Diet

• Work and employment patterns

Running through all of this is air pollution

Health Equity as an explicit goal



Children from low-income households more likely 
to live in are with high air pollution
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Living in areas with unfavourable environmental 
conditions in England
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Fuel poverty 
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The most deprived decile households would spend 
75% of their disposable income to meet the NHS 
Eatwell Guide​
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Some foods are better for the planet
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Interaction Between the Capitals 
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Source: Dasgupta
Review
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Dasgupta Review



Global Wealth Per Capita, 1992 to 2014
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Ecological Footprint and Income

30



31

Dasgupta Review
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Dasgupta
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Donut Economics
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Source: Kate Raworth, 
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